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ſome principle capable of ſupporting it under every adverſe cir- 


Heb. xiii, 8. Feſus Chriſt the ſame yeſterday, and to-day, 
and for ever. RT . 


* 


| this preſent ſtate, wherein the affairs both of Individuals and 


of Nations are liable to continual fluctuation, the mind needs 


cumſtance that may occur. Philoſophy profers its aid in vain : the 
light of unaſſiſted Reaſon is unable to impart any effectual Relief: 
but Revelation points to God; to God, as reconciled to us in the 
Son of his love: it directs our views to him who © changeth not; 
and who, under all the troubles of life, invites us to rely on his pater- 
nal care. Every page of the inſpired writings inſtructs us to ſay with 
David, © When J am in trouble I will think upon God.” Are we 


| alarmed with tidings of a projected Invaſion, and apprehenſive of 
national Calamities? God ſpeaks to us as to his people of old,* Say 
Fe not, A confederacy, to all to whom this people ſhall ſay, A confe- 


deracy, neither fear ye their fear, nor be afraid; but ſanctify the 


Lord of hoſts himſelf; and let him be your fear, and let him be your 


dread; and he ſhall be to you for a Sanctuary.” Are we agitated 
by a ſenſe of perſonal danger? That ſame Almighty Friend expoſtu- 


| lates with us, f Who art thou, that thou ſhouldſt be afraid of a 


Man chat ſhall die, and of the Son of Man that ſhall be as graſs, and 


| forgetteſt the Lord thy Maker?” Are we, as in the preſent inſtance, 


afflicted for the Church of God? has God taken away the Paſtor, 
who © fed you with knowledge and underſtanding?” and is there 
reaſon to fear, that now, your © Shepherd being removed, the ſheep 

may 


* Ifaiah 8—12, 14. + Iſaiah 51—12, 13. 


may be ſcattered,” that © grievous wolves* may enter in among 

you, not ſparing the flock; yea, that even of your own ſelves ſome 
may ariſe, ſpeaking perverſe things, to draw away diſciples after 
them?“ Behold! ſuch was the ſlate of the Hebrews, when this 
Epiſtle was written to them: and the Apoſtle, ſtudious to fortify 
them againſt the impending danger, exhorts them to remember their 
deceaſed Paſtors, following their faith, and conſidering the bleſſed 
way in which they had terminated their career. Moreover, as the 
moſt effectual mean of preſerving them from being © carried about 
with any ſtrange doctrines“ different from what had been delivered 
to them, he ſuggeſts to them this thought, That Jeſus Chrift, who 
had been ever preached among them, and who was the one found- 
ation of all their hopes, was ſtill the ſame; the ſame infinitely gra- 
cious, almighty, ande bleſſed Saviour Remember“, ſays he, 
them which have the rule over you, who have ſpoken unto 


you the word of God: whoſe faith follow, conſidering the end off 


« their converſation. Jeſus Chriſt the ſame yeſterday, and to-day, 
« and for ever.“ 55 

I heſe Jaſt words were choſen by your late worthy Miniſter, as his 
ſubject on the firſt day of this year, and, as I am informed, were particu- 
larly recommended to you as your motto for the year ninety-ſeven. 
On this, as well as other accounts, they ſeem to claim peculiar at- 
tention from us: And, O that the good Spirit of God may accom- 
pany them with his bleſſing, while we endeavour to improve them, 


and to offer from them ſuch conſiderations as may appear ſuited to 


vou under your preſent moſt afflictive circumſtances! 

| Your late faithful, loving, and much beloved Paſtor is no more: 
He that was, not in profeſſion merely, but in truth, “a guide of the 
blind, a light of them which were in darkneſs, an inſtructor of the 
« fooliſh, and a teacher of babes;” He that for ſo many years ſpent 
all his time, and found all his delight, in imparting the knowledge 


of ſalvation both to old and young, he, I fay, is taken from you; 
and your loſs is unſpeakably ſevere. But is all gone? No. He 
that formed him by his grace, raiſed him up to be a witneſs, and 
fent him to preach the 9 to you for a ſeaſon, remains the ſame; 


He has till “ the reſidue of the Spirit,” and can ſend forth ten thou- 
ſand ſuch labourers into his vineyard, whenſoever it ſhall pleaſe him. 
Though the creature, on whoſe lips you have ſo often hung with 
profit and delight, is now no more, yet the Creator, the Redeemer, 
the Saviour of the world is ſtill theſame ; Jeſus Chriſt is the ſame yeſ- 


| terday, and to-day, and for ever: He is the ſame in the dignity of his 


perſon—the extent of his power—the virtue of his ſacrifice—the 
tenderneſs of his compaſſion—and in fidelity to his promiſes. 


Furſt, 


Ads 20-29, 30. | 
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* Firſt, in the dignity of his perſon, The terms © yeſterday, to-day 


| unto you: And St. John expreſſly diſtinguiſhing the Father both 


be the ſmalleſt doubt to whom this character belongs, the author of 
this epiſtle quotes the words in the very firſt chapter,“ inſiſts upon 


« from everlaſting ; from the beginning, or ever 


of God” himſelf ſuffice for his acceptance in the day o 


„ honoureſt him as thou honourel 


“ and for ever,” are expreſſive of a true and proper eternity: they do 


not import merely a long duration, but an exiſtence that never had 


a beginning, nor fhall ever have an end. In this view they are 
frequently applied to Jehovah to diſtinguiih him from any creature, 


| how exalted ſoever he might be. When God revealed his name to 


Moſes, that name whereby he was to be made known to the Iſrael- 
ites, He called himſelf I AM: © fay to them, I AM hath ſent me 


from Jeſus Chriſt, and from the Holy Spirit, calls him the perſon 
% who is, and was, and is to come.” Now this auguit title is given 
repeatedly to Jefus Chriſt, both in the Old and 3 Teſtament. 
The very words of our text evidently refer to the 102d Plalm, where 
the Pſalmiſt, indiſputably ſpeaking of Jehovah, ſays, Thou art 
the ſame, and thy years ſhall have no end,” And leſt there ſhould 


them as immediately applicable to the Meſſiah, and adduces them 
in proof, that Chriſt was infinitely ſuperior to any created being, 
even, © God bleſſed for evermore.” Our Lord himſelf on various 
occaſions aſſerted his claim to this title: to the carnal Jews, who 
thought him a mere creature like themſelves, He ſaid, “ Before 
Abraham was, I AM.” And when He appeared to John in a 


_ viſion, He ſaid, © I am An and Omega, the beginning and the 


« ending, which is, and which was, and which is to come, the Al- 
* mighty.” f Behold then the dignity of our Lord and Saviour! 
« His goings forth have been from ever ag He was ſet up 
the earth was.“ U 
We muſt ſay of him in the words of David, From everlaſting to 
« everlaſting Thou art God.” And is this a matter of ſmall import- 
ance? Does the Chriſtian feel no intereſt in this truth? Yea, is it 
not the very foundation of all his comforts? He may be deemed a 
bigot for Rying ſuch a ſtreſs on the divinity of Chriſt : but havin 
once taſted the bitterneſs, and ſeen the malignity of fin, he is wel, 
perſuaded that the blood of a creature could never have availed to 
expiate his guilt, nor could any thing leſs than “ the RE 
judgment. 
Know then, believer, that Jeſus Chriſt is the ſame yeſterday, to-day, 
and for ever: He is the eternal and immutable Jehovah: He 1s 


worthy of all thy love, of all thy truſt, of all thy confidence. Thou 


needeſt never be afraid of Ky _ highly of ag ge- thay 
the Father,” then thou rega 
RE, ' him 


„ Heb, 1—12, + Rev. 1—8, f Micah 5—2, $ Prov. 823. 


him In the manner that becomes thee : When thou boweſt the knee 
before him, and confeſſeſt him as thy Sovereign Lord, then thou 
| moſt effectually glorifieſt God the Father.“ Remember then under 
| all the trying diſpenſations thou mayeſt meet with, and, moſt of all, 
under the bereavement which thou art now ſo bittcrly lamenting, 
that He, in whom thou haſt believed, is an all- ſufficient Saviour; 
and that when thou lookeſt to him for any bleſſing whatſoever, thou 
mayeſt cry with confident aſſurance, My Lord, and my God.” 
The Miniſters of the Church “ are not ſuffered to continue by 
| reaſon of death :” that tongue which lately was © as a tree of life,” 
under the ſhadow of which you ſat with great delight, and the fruit 
whereof was ſweet unto your taſte, now lies ſilent in the tomb: Our 
departed friend has experienced that change, which ſooner or later 
awaits us all: He will ere long experience a ſtill further change, 
when © his corruptible ſhall put on incorruption, and his mortal, 
| © Immortality;” when his body, that now lies mouldering in the 
duſt, ſhall be “ raiſed like unto Chriſt's glorious body.“ ws « thine 
above the ſun in the firmament for ever and ever:” He is not 
to-day what he was yeſterday ; nor ſhall be for ever what he now 
is: "This honour of eternal, immutable ſelf-exiſtence helongs not 
to the higheſt archangel ; for though the angels may be ſubject to 
no further change, it was but yeſterday that they were firſt created, 
To Chriſt alone belongs this honour; and “ with him there is no 
« variableneſs, neither ſhadow of turning 
I. Ag on Chriſt is eternally the ſame in the dignity of his per- 
| ſon, ſo is He alſo in the extent of his potoer. We are informed, both 
in the Pſalm from whence the text is taken, and in the firſt chapter 
of this epiſtle where it is cited, that Jeſus Chriſt was the creator of 
| the univerſe ; “ Thou, Lord, in the beginning haſt laid the founda- 
tion of the earth; and the heavens are the works of thine 
hands.“ And from the firſt moment of its exiſtence He has “ up- 
| « held it by the word of his power.” In the days of his fleſh He 
| ſtill exerciſed the ſame omnipotence : “ Whatſoever the Father 
did, that did the Son likewiſe.” On ten thouſand occaſions He 
| wrought the moſt ſtupendous miracles, and ſhewed that every cre- 
- ated being was ſubject to his will. He not only cleanſed the lepers, 
| and cauſed the blind to fee, the deaf to hear, and the lame to walk, 
| but He raiſed the dead, caſt out devils, and controuled the very ele- 
| ments, faying to the wind, Be ſtill, and to the waves, Be calm. 
Nor, in this, did He act as one, that had received a delegated au- 
thority; but as one, who had an eſſential and unalienable right to 
exerciſę univerſal dominion. Though, as man, He acknowledged 
ſbje&fſon to his Father, and, as Mediator, ſpake and acted in his 


Father's 


* Phil. 2— 10, 11. 


Father's name, yet, in all his Miracles, He put forth a virtue inhe- 
rent in himſelf, He made his own will the rule and meaſure of his 
conduct, and ſtamped the impreſſion of divinity on all his actions. 
And is he not ſtill the fame? What He was yeſterday, will He 
not alſo be to day, and for ever? Is there any diforder of the ſoul 
or body that He cannot heal? Are any luſts ſo raging that He 
cannot calm them, or ſo inveterate that He cannot root them out? 
Cannot He that formed the rude and indigeſted chaos into order 
and beauty, create our ſouls anew? Cannot He that ſaid, © Let 
« there be light, and there was light,” transform our corrupted 
hearts into the divine imnge in righteouſneſs and true holineſs? 
Cannot He that“ triumphed over all the prineipalities and powers“ 
of hell, © bruiſe ſatan under our feet alſo?” In ſhort, “ is there 
de any thing too hard for him?” No, He is ſtill the fame : He, to 
whom * all power in heaven and in earth has been committed,” 
fill holds the reigns of government, and “ ordereth all things after 
« the counſel of his own will,” What comfort may not this afford you 
under your Rn affliction ! It pleaſed Him for a ſeaſon to ſet 
over you a faithful Paſtor, by whom He has called hundreds into his 
fold, and “ turned multitudes from the error of their ways.” But 
though your honoured Miniſter was the inſtrument, he was only an 
inſtrument ; he was but “ an axe in the hands of him that heweth 
therewith,” un * earthen veſſel in which was depoſited the heavenly 
« treaſure,” and by whom Chriſt communicated to you his “ un- 
«.ſoarchable riches” : «The excelleney of the power was altoge= 
© ther Chrilt's.” And has the power ceaſed, becauſe the inſtru- 
ment is laid alide? “ Is the Lord's ear heavy, that he cannot hear? 
or is his hand ſhortened, that he cannot fave?” Oh remember, 
that though the ſtream is eut off, the fountain ſtill remains; and 
every one of you may go to it, and © receive out of your Redeemer's 
fulneſs grace for grace.” Yea, who can tell? That ſame almighty 


arm that raiſed 4im up to be a faithful witneſs for the truth, that 


enabled him to deſpiſe the pleaſures and honours of the world, and 
to devote himſelf wholly to the great work of the miniſtry, can do 
the ſame for his ſucceſſor. You well know, that he, whoſe loſs 
we bemoan, was not always that able and excellent miniſter that 
he afterwards proved. Be not then haſty, if all things be not at 
firſt agreeable to your mind: exerciſe meekneſs, patience, forbhear- 
ance: ſeek to obtain nothing by force or faction: let the whole of 
your conduct be conciliating, and worthy of your Chriſtian profeſ- 
ſion: above all, continue inſtant in prayer: beg that “ the Lord 
of the harveſt, who alone can ſend forth faithful labourers into 
* his harveſt,” will pour out in a more abundant meaſure his grace 
upon him, who by the good providence of God, is about to * the 

ES charge 


charge of you; and then I do not ſay, that God will at a events 


E prayers ſhall not fall to the ground, and that, if God, on the whole, 
will be moſt glorified in that way, your petitions ſhall be literally 
granted, and “ the ſpirit of Elijah ſhall reſt on Eliſha.” 


III. A third point, which it is of infinite importance to us to be | 


| acquainted with, is, that Chriſt is ever the /ame in the virtue of lis 
| ſacrifice, Though He was not manifeſt in human fleſh, 'till four 
| thouſand years had elapſed, yet his ſacrifice availed for the ſalva- 
tion of thouſands during the whole of that period. The ſacri- 
| fice, which Abel offered, did not obtain thoſe diſtin uiſhed tokens 
| of divine acceptance on account of its own intrinſic worth, but 
| becauſe the ne looked forward by faith to that great facrifice, 
which in the fulneſs of times was to be preſented to God upon the 

croſs, even to Him, who, in purpoſe and effect, was the © Lamb ſlain 


| from the foundation of the world.” As for all other ſacrifices, they 


had no value whatſoever, but as they typified that © one offerin 

| « of the body of Jeſus Chriſt once for all.” When we ſee the 
high prieſt and the elders of Iſrael putting their hands upon the 
| ſcape-goat, and transferring to him all the ſins of the whole con- 
gregation of Iſrael, that they might be carried into the land of obli- 
vion, then we behold the efficacy of Chriſt's atonement: it is not to 


no: in every inſtance where the conſcience of a ſinner was really 
purged from guilt, the pardon was beſtowed ſolely through © the 
N * blood of Him, who, through the Eternal Spirit offered himſelf 


| © without ſpot to God.” And is not that, which and. pew all the 


| Moſaic diſpenſation, and from the very beginning of the world, 
| availed for the remiſſion of ſins, ſtill as efficacious as ever to all who 
truſt in it? or ſhall its virtue ever be diminiſhed ? Could David, after 
| the commiſſion of crimes, which“ make the ears of every one that 


* heareth them to tingle,” cry, © Purge me with hyſſop and I ſhall be . 
* clean, waſh me and I ſhall be whiter than ſnow ;” and may not 


the moſt abandoned ſinner now hope for mercy through © the blood 


* of ſprinkling?” Could Saul, that blaſphemer, that injurious and 
| perſecuting zealot, ſay of Chriſt, © He has loved me, and given 


«© himſelf tor me?” Could he ſay, © I obtained mercy, that in 
me, the chief of ſinners, Jeſus Chriſt might ſhew forth all long- 
* ſuffering for a pattern to them who ſhall hereafter believe on 
* him to liſe everlaſting?” And ſhall any one be left to doubt 
whether there be hope for kim Surely we may ſtill ſay with the 


fame confidence that the apoſtles declared it in the days of old, 


« We have redemption through his blood, even the forgiveneſs of 


* ſins; He is the propitiation not for our tins only, but alſo for the line 
| 0 


grant your requeſts; but this I fay with confidence, That your 


be imagined that the blood of bulls or of goats could take away fin: 


Oo 


« of the whole world: through Him all that believe ſhall be juſti- 

« fied from all things: the blood of Jeſus Chriſt cleanſeth from 

ALL fin.” How ſweetly have many of you experienced the truth 

of theſe declarations, when your dear Miniſter has been inſiſting on 

this favourite topic, and « Chriſt has been ſet forth crucified, as it 

« were, before your eyes!” How many of you, while lying at Be- 

theſda's pool, have embraced the opportunity afforded you, and 

plunged beneath that water to the healing of your ſouls! Some others 

perhaps among you have been long heſitating, as it were, upon 

the brink, and doubting and queſtioning your right to waſh in it: 

ah! chide your unbelief: know that “ the fountain was opened 

« for fin, and for uncleanneſs.” Look not then ſo much to the ma- 

lignity of your offences, as to the infinite value of Chriſt's atone- 

ment : and under every freſh contratted guilt, go to the fountain, 

waſh in it and be clean. Let there not be a day, if poſſible not an 

hour, wherein you do not make freth application to the blood of 

y Jeſus: go to that to cleanſe you, as well from © the iniquity of 

« your moſt holy things,” as from the more heinous violations of 

God's law; thus ſhall © your heart be ever ſprinkled from an evil 

= « conſcience,” and your © conſcience itſelf be purged from dead 
: « works to ſerve the living God.” There are ſome of you indeed, 
it is to be feared, who have hitherto difregarded the invitations 

= you, and are yet ignorant-of the virtue of this all-atonin 

| facrifice : you have unhappily remained dry, and deſtitute of the 

| heavenly dew, which has long fallen in rich abundance all around | 
you. How long you may continue favoured with ſuch invitations, 
God only knows: but O that you might this day begin to ſeek the 

Lord! He that once died on Calvary, ſtill cries to you by m 

voice, © Look unto me, and he ye ſaved all the ends of the earth, 
for I am God, and there is none elſe.” Now then obey his 
voice; fay to him, Draw me that I may come unto thee ; Draw 
me, and I will run after thee.” Thus ſhall you be numbered 
among thoſe, who are redeemed to God by his blood, and ſhall join, 
| to all eternity, with your departed Miniſter and all the glorified 
1 ſaints, in ſinging, © To him that loved us, and waſhed us from our 
ſins in his own Food. to him be glory and dominion for ever and 
ever, Amen.“ | | 
IV. It will be a further conſolation to us to reflect that Jeſus 
_ Chriſt is the ſame in the renderneſs of his compaſſion. It was Chriſt 
who led the people of Iſrael through the wilderneſs, and who di- 
rected them by his ſervant Moſes. This appears from the expreſs 

declaration of St. Paul, We are told that the Iſraelites * tempted 

. © God in the deſert, ſaying, can He give bread alſo, and provide 
* fleſh for his people?” And St. Paul, ſpeuking of _—_ a 
OO „ : - « Neither 


2 


* \ 
„ 
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people; Jacob is the lot of his inheritance. He 


— — k Ag 


« Neither tempt ye CH RIST, as ſome of them alſo tempted, and 


e vere deſtroyed of the deſtroyer““. Now the tender compaſſion 
which Chriſt exerciſed towards his people in the wilderneſs is made 


a frequent ſubject of devout acknowledgement in the holy Serip- 
tures. Iſaiah ſays, © In all their affliction He was afflicted, and the 
* angel of his preſence ſaved them: in his love and in his pity He 
oh 622 A A them, and He bare them, and carricd them all the days 
« of old.“ Moſes himſelf, who both experienced and witneſſed 
his compaſſion, deſcribes it in terms as beautiful as imagination 
can conceive, See Deut. 32—9, 12. © The Lord's 3 is his 

ound him in 
* a deſert land, and in the waſte howling wilderneſs : He led him 


_« about; He inſtructed him; He kept him as the apple of his eye:“ 


then comes the image of which I ſpeak : but in order to enter 


fully into its meaning, it will be proper to obſerve, that the eagle, 


when teaching her young to fly, fAlutters over them, and ſtirs them 
up to imitate her; the even thruſts them out of the neſt, that they 
may be forced to exert their powers; and if the fee them in danger 


of falling, ſhe flies inſtantly underneath them, catcheth them on 


her wings, and carries them back to their neſt. In reterence to this 
it is added, © As an eagle ſtirreth up her neſt, fluttereth over her 
«* young, ſpreadeth abroad her wings, taketh them, beareth them 
« on her wings, fo the Lord alone did lead him.” Can any thing 
preſent a more beautiful idea to the mind? Can any image what- 


ever more forcibly impreſs us with admiring thoughts of Chriſt's 


tenderneſs and compaſſion? Such was Jeſus in the days of old: 
and is He not the ſame at this day? Will be not ſtill “ carry the 
« lambs in his boſom, and gently lead them that are with young?“ 
Can we produce in the annals of the world one ſingle inſtance 
wherein He © brake the bruiſed reed, or quenched the ſmoking 


« flax?” Las He not invariably © brought forth judgment unto 
< victory,“ and “ perfected his own ſtrength in his people's weak-. 


« neſs?” Who amongſt us have ever“ fought his face in vain? 
With whom has He ever refuſed to ſympathize? Will not He 
who wept with the ſiſters of the deceaſed Lazarus; will not He 
that had compaſſion on the multitude hecauſe they were as ſheep 
not having a ſhepherd; will not He that wept over the murderous 
and abandoned city, now weep over a diſconſolate widow, a de- 
ſerted people, and eſpecially over thoſe, who have © not known 


the day of their viſitation, and whoſe eyes have never yet ſeen 


the things belonging to their peace?” Is He become an High 


_ ©® Prieſt that cannot be tonched with the feeling of our infirmities;“ 


or 


0 1 Cor, 109. + 63—9. © 


Couls rejoice: ye, who are poor in this world, have loſt a friend 


Ye, who are of a broken and contrite ſpirit, ah | w 


weak hands, and confirm your feeble knees, and to ſay to you 


| bids the weary and heavy-laden to come unto him: He © has re 


diſmiſs, in the days of his fleſh, without granting to him the bleſſing 


every weary ſoul, and repleniſh every ſorrowtul ſoul:“ He “ will 


that He led his people through the wilderneſs : He had promiſed to 
caſt out all their enemies, and to give them © a land flowing with 


to all Iſrael : * Ye know in all your hearts,“ and in all your ſouls, 


Lord your God ſpake concerning you; all are come to pals unto 


or that, notwithſtanding He has been © in all Cs pt like 
* as we are, has no diſpolition to ſuccour his tempted people!“ 
Unbelief and ſatan may ſuggeſt ſuch thoughts to our minds; but 
who muſt not atteit that they are falſe? Who is not conſtrained 
to acknowledge, that © He is gracious and full of compaſſion, (lo 
to anger and of great mercy?” Here then again let the drooping 


a kind, compaſſionate friend, who, © according to his ability, anc 
te often beyond his ability,” exerted himſelf to relieve your wants. 

har a friend 
have ye loſt! how would the departed ſaint liſten to all your com 
plaints, and anſwer all your arguments, and encournge you to look 
to Jeſus for relief! what a delight was it to him to“ comfort your 
\ fearful hearts, be ſtrong, tear not, your God will come and ſave 
« you !”. ye & afflicted — toſſed with tempeſt and not comforted, 
whatever your diſtreſſes were, ſurely ye have loſt a brother, “. 
* friend that ſticketh cloſer than a brother.“ But though his 


| benevolent heart can no more expand towards you, “has you 


* Lord forgotten to be gracious? has Jeſus ſhut up his tender 
© mercies?” No: to him you may till carry your complaints: He, 


« ceived gifts,“ not for the indigent only, but © for the rebellious :' 
nor thall one of you be © ſent empty away.” Whom did He ever 


he defired? So now, if you will but go unto him, He © will ſatiate 


give you beauty for aſhes, the oil of joy for mourning, and the 


e garment of praiſe for the ſpirit of heavineſs, that God may be 
* glorified.“ 


The laſt obſervation we propoſed to make, was, that Chriſt 
is the ſame in his fidelity to his promiſes, We have before ſhewn, 


« milk and honey.” And behold, Joſhua, at the cloſe of a lon 
life, and after an experience of many years, could make this appea 


* that not one thing hath failed of all the good things which the 


« you, and not one thing hath failed thereof.” The ſame fidelity 
did Jeſus manifeſt, while He ſojourned upon earth: The Father had 
committed to him a choſen pages ta keep: and Jeſus wo his 
5-3 © Et: dying 


* Joſhua 23. 14. 
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dying breath could ſay, * thoſe, whom thou yu me, I have kept, 
and none of them is loſt.” He promiſed to his diſeonſolate dif- 
ciples, that He would pour out his ſpirit upon them; and that the 
Comforter, whom He would ſend, ſhould far more then compenſate 
the loſs of his bodily preſence: And, how ſpeedily did He perform 
his promiſe | Thus, in every ſucceeding age, have his people found 
him faithful. He has “ given excceding great and precious pro- 
© miſes" to his Church, not one jot or tittle of which have ever 
failed. They who have reſted on his word, have never been dif- 
appointed. Enthuſiaſts indeed, who have put their own vain con- 
ceits in the place of his word, and have preſumed to call their own 
feelings or fancies by the ſacred appellation of a promiſe, have often 
met with diſappointments z nor can they reaſonably expect an 
thing elfe: but they who reſt upon the clear promifes of the 3 ; 
| | and wait for the accompliſhment of them to their own ſouls, “ ſhall 
not be aſhamed or contounded world without end.” Let any 
creature upon earth, © ſeek firſt the kingdom of God and his righ- 
„ tcouſnefs,” and ſhall he be left wholly deſtitute with refpe& to 
| temporal comforts? No: he perhaps, may be feverely tried for a 
| ſeaſon; but ere long he ſhall have © all other things added unto 
| him.” Let a finner, © whoſe fins have been of a ſcarlet or crimſon 
dye,“ make application to the Lord for mercy ; and ſhall he ever 
\ be cuſt out? No, “ in no wife,” provided he come ſimply truſting in 
the Saviour's rightcouſneſs. Let any man, ſeek deliverance from 
the ſnares of ſatan, by whom he has been led captive at his will; 
and ſhall he be left in bondage to his luſts? Moſt ſurely not, if he 
will rely on him who has ſaid, © fin ſhall not have dominion over 
you, becauſe ye are not under the law but under grace.” Now 
it may be, that many of you have been promiſing yourſelves much 
4 N perhaps alſo ſome temporal advantage, from your decenſed 
| Miniſter: And behold! in an inſtant, all your hopes are blaſted : 
| the Creature, though ſo excellent, proves in this reſped but a broken 
| reed, But, if you will look to Chriſt, you cannot raiſe your ex- 
| peftations too high: He is the ſame yeſterday; to day, and for 
ever: you muy rely on him, for body and for ſaul, for time and for 
eternity: He will be to you a“ Sun and a Shield; He will give you 
| * bath grace and glory z nor will he withold any good thing from 
| * them that walk uprightly.“ If He fee it necelſary that for a 
| feaſon fo ſhould be“ jn heavineſs through manifold temptations,” 
| He will make your trials to work for good 3 and © your light and 
, *-momentary affliftions mall work out for you a far more exceeding 
| * and eternal weight of glory!“ Only commit your fouls to him in 
 wallkdoing, and He will * keep you by hisalmighty power, through. 
N. ſalth, ute falvation.” | 


I. 


In the Improvement which we would make of this ſubjeQ 
we beg leave once more to notice the words that immediate] 
precede the text; Remember them that have * had the rule 
vver you, that have ſpoken unto you the word of © God ; whoſe 
faith follow, conſidering the end of their converſation.” We 
may appear indeed, in *this, to draw your attention from Chriſt, 
and to fix it on the Creature. But we ſhall ſtill keep in view ou 
main ſubjett; and at once conſult the ſcope of the context, the 
peculiarity of this occaſion, and the feelings of your hearts. 

- Firſt then,“ Remember him who has had the rule over you, and 
« has preached unto you the word of God.“ Surely I need not ſay 
much to enforce this part of the exhortation: He is deeply en- 
graven on your hearts, nor will the remembrance of him be ſoon 
effaced from your minds. Many of you would have “ even plucked 
out your own eyes and have given them unto him,” if by fo doin 
you could have conferred upon him any eſſential benefit: You 
doubt not, there are many in this aſſembly that would gladly, very 
gladly, have laid down their lives in his ſtead, that fo great a 
leſſing as he was, might yet have been continued to the Church 
of God. It cannot be but that the poor muſt long remember their 
generous and conſtant benefactor. Many of the children too, I 
truſt, whom he ſo delighted to inſtrudt, will remember him to the 
lateſt period of their lives. Above all, the people, who looked up 
to him as their ſpiritual father, to whom they owed their own ſouls, 
will bear him in remembrance, They will never forget © how 
« holily, juſtly, and unblameably he behaved himſelf amon 
« them,” and how © he exhorted and comforted and char 
«every one of them, as a father doth his children, that they would 
te walk worthy of God, who hath called them unto his kingdom 
« and glory.” Deſervedly will his name be reverenced in this place 
for ages; for © he was a burning and a ſhining light;“ and had 
formly perliſted in well-doing, that he had utterly “ put to 


ſo uni 
« ſilence the ignorance of fooliſh men,“ and made religion reſpec+ 
table in the eyes of the moſt ungodly, 
Let me proceed then in the next place to ſay, * follow his faith.” 
What his faith was, you well know, Chriſt was the one foundation 
of all his hopes. He deſired * to be found in Chriſt, not having his 
„ own righteouſneſs, but that which is by the faith of Chriſt, the 
« righteouſneſs which is of God by faith.” And as he truſted In 
no other for his own ſalvation, ſo he preached no other amongſt 
you He had * determined, like St. Paul, to know nothing amen 
« you but Jefus Chriſt, and him erueified,” Every diſcourſe he 
preached, tended Immediately or remotely to glorify Chrilt mo 
you: he preached the law, It was that, ds u ſehoolimater, It mig 4 
; on 
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* dead you to Chriſt: if he inſiſted upon obedience, it was, that you 
might“ glorify Chriſt by your bodies and your ſpirits which are 
* Chriſt's.” In ſhort, Chriſt was, as well in his miniſtrations as in 
the inſpired writings, the Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the 
ending, the firſt and the laſt. Were he preaching to you at this 
moment, I am perſuaded he would have no other theme; yea, if 
No the end of the world he were continued to preach unto you, 
you would hear of nothing but Chriſt, the ſame yeſterday, to day, 
and for ever. It was this, which made his miniſtry ſo acceptable 
|; unto you: it was this, which God rendered uſeful to the converſion 
| and conſolation of multitudes amongſt you. By the faith of Chriſt 
he lived, and in the faith of Chriſt he died. Almoſt the laſt words 
| || he uttered were theſe, © weep not for me; I am very happy. 
|| © 1 DIE IN THE FAITH OF THE LORD SUS 1 have been an- 
| ticipated in one remarkable circumſtance which I had intended to 

mention to you; and I am unwilling to omit it now, becauſe there 
| may be ſome here who were not preſent this morning. Indeed it 
is ſo applicable to my pee, and fo illuſtrative of the character 
of your dear paſtor, that I may well be excuſed, if I repeat what 
you have already heard. That bleſſed man, though he poſſeſſed a 

very conliderable ſhare of human learning, valued no book in com- 

| | pariſon of the ſcriptures : when therefore he found his diſſolution 
'{ approaching, he delired his dear partner to read a portion of the 

word of God: ſhe immediately read to him, firſt the 23d Pſalm, 
and afterwards the 8th chapter of Proverbs. In the laſt verſe but 
one of that chapter ſhe came to theſe words ; © whoſo findeth me, 
* tindeth life, and ſhall obtain favor of the Lord.” Immediately, 
|| without waiting for her to conclude the chapter, he cried, “ ſtop, 
|| * ſtop; now ſhut up the book; that is enough for me.” Bleſſed man! 
| he had ſweetly experienced the truth of thoſe words; he had found 
life in Chriſt Jeſus; he had obtained favor of the Lord; and he 
knew that he Was going to dwell with his Lord for eyer. Such 
was his faith. Hu held tuſt Chriſt as his“ wiſdom, his righteouſneſs, 
| * his ſandtification, and his complete redemption.” He made 
'« Chriſt his all, and in all.” But while he truſted in Chriſt alone 

for his juſtitication before God, no man living ever more foreibly 
Inculeated the neceſlity of good works, or, I may truly add, practiſed 
them with more delight. He was alſo a firm friend to the eſtah- 
' liſhed church, and inculcated on all occaſions ſubmiſſion to the 
| conſtituted authorities of this kingdom, He conſidered obedience 
to the powers that be, as un eſſential part of his duty to God: 

| -he looked upon earthly governors as miniſters ordained of God, 
| and, inculcated obedience to them as a duty, “ not merely 
1 for wrath, but alſo for conſcience ſake,” As then ye have been 
B F1--.. followers 
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loud and as melodious as any ſaint in heaven, (inging, “ Salvation ta 


think of this, and not exelaim, “ Let me dle the death of the righteou 


1 


followers of his faith and practice while living, ſo be ye imitators! 
of him now that he is withdrawn from you: “ Be ye followers of 


„e him, as he was of Chriſt.” And be careful © not to be carried 


“ about with divers and ſtrange dottrines,” either in religion cr. 


politicks; but © hold faſt that ye have received, that no man take 


« your crown.” If there be any here, who have never yet been 
« partakers of the like precious faith with him,” O that I might 


this day prevail with them to“ become obedient to the faith!“ 
my dear brethren, you will aſſuredly find, that the only means of 


holineſs in life, or peace in death, or glory in eternity, is, the know- 
ledge of Chriſt: * there is no other name under heaven given 
„among men whereby we can be ſaved” from fin and miſery in 
this world, or from everlaſting deſtruction in the world to come, 
no other name, I ſay, but the name of Jeſus Chriſt. I muſt therefore 
intreat you now to reflect on thoſe things, which hitherto ye have 


heard without effect; and I pray God, that the ſeed, which has 


lien buried in the earth, may ſpring up ſpeedily, and bring forth 


fruit an hundred-fold, 


I add now in the laſt place, © Conſider the end of your departed 

« Miniſter's converſation.” You have heard how peaceful and re- 
ſigned he was in the proſpect of death, and what an aſſured and 
orious hope of Immortality he enjoyed. © Mark the perfect man,“ 
ays David, « and behold the upright, for the end of that man is 
« peace;” this you have ſeen verified in him. But carry your 
thoughts a little further: follow him within the veil: behold him 
united to that bleſſed aſſembly of ſaints and angels: ſee him freed 
from the bondage of corruption, arrayed in the unſpotted robo of 
his Redeemer's righteouſneſs, crowned with a royal diadem, ſoated 
on a throne of glory, tuning his golden harp, and With a voice as 


% God und to the Lamb.“ Is there ſo much as one of you that can 


„ and let my laſt end be like his!” Let the thought of theſe things, 
my brethren, encourage you to perſevere: the conflict cannot be 


very long; but how glorious the triumph! Conſider this, I beſeeeh 


you 1 that you “ may fight the good fight of faith, and quit yours 
« ſelves like men. Go on, “ ſtrong in the grace that is in Chriſt 
ce _ and doubt not, but that you ſhall find the grace of Chriſt 
as ſufficient for you, as it has been for him; and that what Chriſt 
has been to others in former a 
terday, to-day, and for ever, 


ges, He will be to you, the ſame yet. 
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In that trying hour, and as the relation of it may encoura 
| by follow his ſteps, jt is judged proper to add a ſhort 


| Mr. CADOGAN's DEATH. 


faithful Servant of God, having been ſtated to the congres» 
gation in the morning, and afternoon, it ſeemed unneceſſary to 


| repeat them in the evening ſermon. But, as many, who did not 


of his mind 
ge them 

emoir 
reſpecting it. 


e had been ſelzed with un inflimmation in his bowels on 


hear theſe diſcourſes, will be anxious to know the ſtate 


|| Thutfday evening, but, through the blefling of God on medicttl 
[| aWſlance, Was confiderably relieved, „ 
Dan Tuefday afternoon about one o'eleek he relapfed, and ſeemed 


ffugded that he should not recover. . Belng defirous of having 


' the word of Gad read te him, Mrs. ©: read, us has been Already 
| mentlaned, the 24 —— and, after awhile, the Bth chapter of 


her at thoſe remarkable words, “ whoſe 


Proverbs 4 when he Ao 
ife, und (hall obtain favor of the Lord;“ 


„ findeth me, findeth 


{| and defired her to cloſe the book without proceeding any further | 


that being a portion, on Which his ſoul could feed with moſt perfekt 
ſatisfaftion and confidence. Perhaps no man ever truſted more 


fimply, more entirely, or with more unſhaken affiance on the Word 


of God, than he. As Abraham wis diſtinguiſhed above all for 
* not ſtaggering at the promiſes of God through unbelief,” ſo it 


was the peculiar charatter of this eminent child of Abraham, that 
he never required any thing more, as u ground of hope and comfort, 
| than the plain declarations of God's Word, If God ſpake any 


thing, it was ſufficient for kim, Knowing © the certainty of the 
* words of truth,“ he“ conferred not with fleſh and blood,“ but 
% was ſtrong in faith, giving glory to God.“ Under this impreſſion 


de was fully aſſured, that having found Chriſt, © or rather been 
BE | =_ 4 found 


HE moſt important circumſtances in the luſt illneſs of this 


„ found of Chriſt,” he had already found life, nor had he any more 
doubt about obtaining favor of the Lord, than if he had at t 
inflant been ſeated on a throne of glory, . 

At two o'clock he ſaid to his medical attendant, © I ſhall die; 
but I bleſs God, all my affairs, temporal and ſpiritual, are ſettled.” 
What admirable compoſure | and how deſirable in ſuch eireum- 
ſtances! He hud always recommended to ſerious perſons to ſettle 
all their temporal affairs in a time of health, that it they were ſud-. 
denly removed, they might ocenſion no needleſs embarruſſment to 
their families z or that, if they were laid upon a bed of ſickneſs, they 
might not be diſtracted by an attention to any ſecular concerns. 
He now, as did his family alſo, found the benefit of this wiſe pre- 
caution. And it will be well, if this hint be attended to by others, 
But what an unſpeakable bleſling was it to be able to ſay, that all his 
diritnal affairs were ſettled | Alus how many thut are wiſe enough 
for this world, leave the moſt important of all concerns to the laſt, 
and go out of the world in a wretched uncertainty about their 
eternal ſtate! Thanks be to God! it was not fo with him. He 
liad long known where the ſinner's refuge was, and who wus his 
all-prevailing * Advocate with the Father, even * Christ the 
* righteous: and having lived & life of faith on H m, nothing re⸗ 
— for him to do, but to commit his ſoul into the Saviour's 
Hands. | | | | 
Through the afternoon he continued In great agony 3 but with- 
out the leaſt appearance of Impatlence, In the evening, he grew 
euſter, and thought himſelf fornewhat better; but at ten Oelek, he 
again altered, and felt fo much worfe, that he fld to the fume 
perſon, « 1 am golngi | aim dyin * Is well ; | die in the fulth of 
* the Lord Jefis Chriſt, in love with all mankind,” and then com 

eluded with an exprellian af pecullur affettion towards all Chrit- 
tian Brethren 3 but as his volce fuultered, and Was very low, the 
_ preciſe words could not be aſbertalned. His declaration of faith 
u the Lord ſeſus Chriſt cannot full of bringing to our remembrance. 
the Apoſtle's Account of that long catalogue of ſaints recorded in 
the tith chapter to the Hebrewsz * Theſe all died in faith,” 
Some obſervations upon this ſubje&t having been introduced in the 
p_—_— pages, it is not neceſſary to dwell upon it in this place: 
ut his love to all mankind, and to all Chriſtian Brethren in par- 
ticular, deſerves efpecial notice. He had, in the earlier part of 
his Miniſtry, met with . oppoſition, and endured that perſe- 
oution, which “ all that will live godly in Chriſt Jeſus, muſt expect 
* to ſuffer,” But his meekneſs and patience diſarmed his enemies; 
and his eminent virtues won upon them, ſo that, in his latter years, 
he was univerſally beloved ; and every one felt, that 1 
. . un, 
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him, would be to fx 8 ſtigma on himſelf. His ardent love to his 


fellow- creatures left ſcarcely ſo much as a pretext for calumny 
itſelf to fix upon. They who knew nothing of his fervent inter- 


| ceſſions in ſecret, and felt diſpoſed rather to condemn his unwearied 


| exertions in public, could not ſhut their eyes againſt his extenſive 


charities, and his indefatigable labours in the cauſe of benevolence. 
But they who had the moſt intimate acquaintance with him, were 


often both revived and ſhamed by his fervent love to his fellow- 
| creatures in general, and to the houſehold of faith in particular. 


And it is a matter of pleaſing reflection, that he died, expreſſing with 
his lips, that which had been the uniform experience of his life. 
During his illneſs he was continually uttering paſſages of ſcripture. 
At one time with triumphant exultation he ſaid, © Though I walk 
c through the valley of the ſhadow of death, I will fear no evil; 
te for thou art with me; thy rod, and thy ſtaff, they comfort me.“ 
At another time he recalled to mind the laſt words of that bleſſed 
and highly honoured Servant of God, Mr. Romaine; © Holy, holy, 
holy Father, Lord God Almighty, bleſſed for ever and ever;” 
and to this he added, Amen,” with a force and energy, which 
his enfeebled body had appeared at that time incapable of exerting. 
Theſe eminent ſaints, Par nobile fratrum, were ſo much caſt into 
the ſame mould, and ſo guided by the ſame ſpirit, both in their 
views of divine truth, and in the whole of their miniſterial conduct, 
that one cannot wonder they ſhould ſo reſemble each other in their 
dying moments. = Hows — 
To one, by his bedſide, that was much affected, he ſaid, ** Grieve 
* not for me, I am taken away from the evil to come:“ and to 
another, Weep not for me, I am happy, very happy :” and ſoon 


'afterwards he added in the words of that eminently favoured Patri- 


arch, © Lord, now letteſt thou thy ſervant depart in peace; for 
« mine eyes have ſeen thy ſalvation.” There is a common and moſt 


I unfounded prejudice in the minds of many, who think that the prin- 


ciples of the goſpel are calculated to make men melancholy. Here, 
in the experience of this dying ſaint, they may ſee theſe principles 

brought to the teſt. Will-any man under heaven behold the effetts 
of them on this Servant of God, and retain this prejudice one mo- 
ment longer? Hear him! “ I am happy, very happy.” What 


made him ſo? the conſideration of his own goodneſs, and worth, 


and excellence? No: good and excellent as he was, he abhorred 


himſelf, like holy Job,“ in the ſight of God, and © repented.in duſt _ 


and aſhes.” Whence then had he ſuch ſweet compoſure in the hour 


of death? It was from this he © died in the faith of the Lord Jeſus ; : 
08 ” 1 in peace, becauſe his eyes had ſeen the ſalvation of 
ac 0 Fg 7 | | | 


8 1 Job 42. 6. 
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He expreſſed, « might bo expected, much ſqlicitude to gpmfort | 


and ſupport his dear a 


willingneſs to ſurrender him to God, if ſhe might, but be aſſured 
that ſhe ſhould one day follow him to the ume Bleffed abodes, he 


anſerwed her in terms calculated at once to quicken her ſoukin the 


purſuit of heavenly things, and to compoſe her mind under the pre- 


ſent afflictive diſpenſation; * Seek the Lord, and be relighed to his 


“ will, and that ſhall bring you peace at the laſt.” 


Perceiving his departure near at hand, he called for his faithful 
ſervant, and took à moſt affet 


« I thank you for all your faithful Tervices ; God bleſs you!“ 
Towards the concluſion of his ſufferings, which now, from the 


difficulty of breathing, were very great, he continually prayed, 
« Not my will, but 2 be done. 


In this manner he languiſhed for a little time, and then fell aſlee 


in Jeſus, deeply regretted by all who knew him, and eſpecially, 


« by all who loved the Lord Jeſus Chriſt in ſincerity.” 


He departed this life January 18, 1797, aged 46. And on the 
day of his interment, was attended to the grave by hundreds, who 


did more real honour to his memory by their ſighs and tears, than 


all the empty pageantry of the world could haye poſlibly afforded. 


ed partner. And when ſhe expreſſed her 


jonate leave of him in Meſe words, 
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